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INTRODUCTION

Christian baptism is rooted in the ministry of JestiNazareth, in his death and in his
resurrection. It is incorporation into Christ, wisahe crucified and risen Lord; it is entry into
the New Covenant between God and God'’s people.

Baptism is a gift of God, and is administered ia ttame of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit.

St Matthew’s gospel records that the risen Lordemvbending his disciples into the world,
commanded them to baptize [Mat 28:18-20]. The usalepractice of baptism by the
apostolic Church from its earliest days is attegtddtters of the New Testament, the Acts of
the Apostles, and the writings of the Fathers. d@rches today continue this practice as a
rite of commitment to the Lord who bestows his grapon his people

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM

Baptism is the sign of new life through Jesus Ghiisinites the one baptized with Christ and
with his people.

The New Testament scriptures and the liturgy ofGharch unfold the meaning of baptism in
various images which express the riches of Chndtthe gifts of his salvation. These images
are sometimes linked with the symbolic uses of niatéhe Old Testament.

Baptism is participation in Christ’'s death and resction [Rom 6:3-5; Col 2:12]; a washing
away of sin [1 Cor 6:11]; a new birth [Jn 3:5]; @mlightenment by Christ [Eph 5:14]; a re-
clothing in Christ [Gal 3:27]; a renewal by the @diTit 3:5]; the experience of salvation
from the flood [1 Pet 3:20-211; an exodus from kaggel[1 Cor 10:1-2] and a liberation into a
new humanity in which barriers of division, whetloéisex or race or social status, are
transcended:

Baptised into union with Christ,
now you are clothed with Christ.
So there is no more difference
between Jews and Gentiles,
between slaves and free,
between men and women:
you are all ONE in Christ Jesus.

(Gal 3:27-28)
WE OFFER

Four discussions based on the ‘Lima Text’, whicthesresult of fifty years of study and
consultation, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit

Over one hundred theologians met in Lima, Perdamuary, 1982.

They represented virtually all the major Christieaditions: Eastern Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, Reformed, Methodistited, Disciples, Baptist and
Pentecostal.

They agreed unanimously to present this statenoehetchurches, asking for a response to
the following questions:



» Does your church recognise in this text the faftthe Church through the ages?

» Can your church use this text in dialogue with ottteirches which also accept it?

* How can this text help your church in its worship teaching and its withness?

It is hoped that, by coming together to share aiihfto listen to one another, and to join in
common prayer, we may discover common answersegethuestions.

The four discussions are as follows:

1. BAPTISM AND LIFE:

2. BAPTISM AND SPIRIT:

3. BAPTISM AND CHURCH:

4. BAPTISM AND FAITH:

AIMS

Dying and Rising wtChrist
Conversion, Pardon, Cleansing
Life-long Growth into Christ

The Gift of the Spirit
A 8igf the Spirit
Celation of Baptism

The Body of Christ
A Sign of the Kingdom
Mutual Recognition of Baptism

God’s Gift and our Response
Baptism of Believers and Infants
Renewal of Baptismal Practice

* To deepen our personal awareness of the meamiogre@wn Baptism.

* To discover the richness of the various Chrisfiaaditions concerning Baptism.
* To explore the bonds we already share throughcoormon Baptism.
* To pray together as members of the One Body afsCh

* To discover ways in which we can respond to @mmon calling to witness and

service

GESTED TIME FRAME

A. Scripture Reading 20 Minutes
B. Lima Text

C. Group Sharing 60 Minutes
D. Closing Prayer 10 Minutes



TOTAL 90 MINUTES

It is recommended that the sessions last for odeadralf hours, and that the groups be kept
small. It is important that each group has in e from a number of denominations, all of
whom are able to share equally in the discussion.

For the group to function successfully, leadergdrteemake themselves familiar with the
material.

The team of Christians in Dialogue thank the Faitd Order Commission of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA for persis to quote from their “Confessing One
Faith”.



Leader’s Guide

1. Gathering

People coming to a group for the first time will
often have some anxiety —
¢ Will I know anyone?
¢ What will be expected of me?
¢ Did I switch off the oven?
¢ ltis important to help them through
this first awkward stage. Have all
your preparations done well
beforehand so that you are able to
greet each person warmly on arrival,
introducing them to one another, and
perhaps having tea and coffee
available.

2. Beginning

A.  When all have arrived get the session
started by giving them a clear statement
of what the group is about -

Welcome the group

¢ who we are;

¢ why we're here;

¢+ when we will finish.

It might go like this: "Welcome to my place,
and I'm delighted that each of you has been
able to make it. We are a group of people
from Churches gathered together to reflect and
share our ideas on (name of study).

Tonight we will be looking at Study One .....

B. Then invite the members to introduce
themselves saying:
¢ wholam;
¢ why I'm here;
¢ what | hope to get out of the
program.

Lead yourself by giving a short response to
each of the three areas. Then invite each of the
others to do likewise. Don’t worry if some
respond to only one or two of the areas.

C. Then distribute copies of the program.

Encourage participants to listen to one
another’s ideas with respect.

3. Opening Devotion

A.  You may wish to play some music
quietly in the background and give the
group a few moments to reflect on the
opening devotion. Then call for
volunteers to lead it.

B.  You might like to choose an appropriate
song for the group to share

4. Reflection on the Topic

Invite a couple of people to read the teaching.
Encourage the readers to pause between each
section.

5. Discussion

Allow a few minutes of quiet time to reflect on
the questions. Encourage participants to share
responses to each question but there is to be no
pressure put on anyone to speak. Be sure to
make some response to each speaker if only to
say e.g. "Thank you John". This makes sure
the participant feels that he / she has been
heard.

6. Closure

Thank the participants for their participation.
Check to ensure venue is right for next session.

Closing Devotion

Cuppa

Christiansin Dialogue
Queensland Churches Together,
PO Box 2096, Toowong Q 4066

Telephone: 07 3369 6792
Email: admin@qct.org.au
Website: www.qgct.org.au
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EVALUATION FORM

The group leader invites the participants to comple the Evaluation Form at the end of the
fourth study.

1. What did you appreciate about these studies?

2. What aspects of these studies did you findaliff?

3. What was the greatest challenge for you amd ¢turch?

4. What topics would you lik€hristiansin Dialogue to cover in future?

The Planning Committee invites the leader to respahto the two questions below.

1. Name of your group, each Church representedttendumber of people present from each
denomination.

2. Generally speaking, how fully did participantéez into the discussion?

Thank you for your response
Christiansin Dialogue - Queensland Churches Together, PO Box 2096 Toow@ng4066
Telephone: (07) 3369 6792 Emaittmin@qct.org.au www.qct.org.au .f




SESSION 1: BAPTISM AND LIFE

Father, Son and Holy Spirit — An Ecumenical Discugen on
Our Common Baptism - 1985

A.  Scripture Readings

Allow a few moments to become still, and to recsg@od’s word; then ask someone to read
the passages out.

When we were baptised into union with Christ Jesgsare baptised into union with his
death. By our baptism we were buried within andethdis death; in order that, as Christ was
raised from death by the Father’s glorious powerye too might live a new life.

Since we have become one with him in dying as teidithe same way we shall be one with
him by being raised to life as he was.

Our old self has been crucified with Christ, sa tha power of the sinful self would be
destroyed and we would no longer be slaves oV8hmoever dies, is set free from the power
of sin. Since we have died with Christ, we beligwat we will also live with him.

We know that Christ has been raised from deathyalhdever die again — death will no
longer rule over him. Because he died, sin has oi@power over him; and now he is alive:
living in fellowship with God. You must think of ymselves in the same way: dead as far as
sin is concerned, but living in fellowship with Gedhrough Christ Jesus.

(Romans 6:3-11)

When you were baptised you were with Christ; anblaptism you were also raised with
Christ, through your faith in the active power asd; who raised him from the dead. You
were at one time spiritually dead — because yoe wgmers and Gentiles. But God brought
you to life with Christ by forgiving all your single cancelled the record of our debts; did
away with it by nailing it to the cross.

(Colossians 2:12-14)

B. The Lima Text

Dying and Rising with Christ

Baptism means participating in the life, death seslirrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus went
down into the river Jordan and was baptised irdsoliy with sinners, in order to fulfil all
righteousness (Mt 3:15). This baptism led Jesmsgalhe way of the Suffering Servant, made
manifest in his sufferings, death and resurrediidk 10:38-40, 45).

By baptism, Christian are immersed in the libegtiieath of Christ where their sins are
buried, where the “old Adam” is crucified with Csi;iand where the power of sin is broken.
Thus those baptised are no longer slaves to sirfrdmi Fully identified with the death of
Christ, they are buried with him and raised her @ow to a new life in the power of the



resurrection of Jesus Christ, confident that thélyalso ultimately be one with him in a
resurrection like his (Rom 6:3-11; Col 2:13, 3:phE2:5-6).

Conversion, Pardon, Cleansing

The baptism which makes Christians partakers ofrthstery of Christ's death and
resurrection implies confession of sin and coneersif heart. The baptism administered by
John was itself a baptism of repentance for thgiveness of sins (Mk 1:4).

The New Testament underlines the ethical implicatibbaptism by presenting it as an
ablution which washes the body with pure wateleartsing of the heart of all sin, and an act
of justification (Heb 10:22; 1 Pet 3:21; Act 22:16Cor 6:11). Thus those baptised are
pardoned, cleansed and sanctified by Christ andiaes as part of their baptismal
experience a new ethical orientation under theangd of the Holy Spirit.

Life-Long Growth into Christ

Baptism is related not only to momentary experiebce to life-long growth into Christ.
Those baptised are called upon to reflect the gibthre Lord as they are transformed by the
power of the Holy Spirit into his likeness, withesvincreasing splendour (2 Cor 3:18). The
life of the Christian is necessarily one of contitgustruggle, yet also of continuing
experience of grace. In this new relationship,ithptised live for the sake of Christ, of his
Church and of the world which he lives, while thvegit in hope for the manifestation of
God’s new creation and for the time when God welldtl in all (Rom 8:18-24; 1 Cor 15:22-
28, 49-57).

C.  Group Discussion

1. Why does your Church baptise people?
What does Baptism achieve?

2.  What does St Paul mean by dying and rising to rikexi?|
What difference does this make to our reteghips with one another and the
world for which Christ died?

3. How long does it take to become a Christian?
Is Baptism the beginning or the end of growth Gtaist?

4.  Are we justified in baptising children to enablegris merely to fulfil a social
obligation?



D. Closing Prayer

Symbol: A flower or pot plant placed in the centre o troup.
The leader invites the group to gather for prayer.

Scripture Reading: Romans 6:1-11
“Alive in union with Christ”

Quiet reflection....brief prayers from the heart.
Leader: Let us pray

All: God our Father,
you are the course of all life,
and the giver of all good gifts to us.
You have gifted each of us
with the life of Jesus, your Son,
and called us to witness together
to the power of your life within us.

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus,
may we continue to grow

in the newness of life

you gave us in baptism.

We praise and thank you, loving Father,
through Jesus, your Son,

in the power of your Spirit,

living with you for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Father —
make your name revered;
make your Kingdom come.
Give us each day the bread we need.
Forgive us, as we forgive others;
do not let us be tested.

Conclusion: Let us offer one another the greeting of peace.

(Luke 11:2-4)



SESSION 2: BAPTISM AND SPIRIT

Father, Son and Holy Spirit — An Ecumenical Discugen on
Our Common Baptism - 1985

A.  Scripture Readings

Allow a few moments to become still, and to receg@od’s word; then ask someone to read
the passages out.

While Peter was still speaking (to the Roman capt@ornelius) the Holy Spirit came down
on all those who were listening to his message.JEwgsh believers who had come from
Joppa with Peter were amazed that God had poutddsgift of the Holy Spirit on the
Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongndsaaising God’s greatness.
Peter spoke up: “These people have received the $atit, jus as we did. Can anyone then
stop them from being baptized with water?” So reeoed them to be baptised in the name of
Jesus Christ.

(Acts 10:44-48)

When Paul arrived in Ephesus, he found some desciplere, and asked them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believel¥?& have not even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit,” they answered. “Well, then, what kionflbaptism did you receive?” Paul asked.
“The Baptism of John” they answered. Paul saidg®hptism of John was for those who
turned from their sins; and he told the peoplesodiél to believe in the one who was coming
after him — this is, Jesus.”
When they heard this, they were baptised in theenainthe Lord Jesus. Paul placed his hands
on them and the Holy Spirit came upon them; thekepn tongues and also proclaimed
God’s message.

(Acts 19:1-6)

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same&iSg here are different ways of serving, but
the same Lord. There are different ways of workng,the same God who is at work in them
all. To each person, the Spirit gives a sign ofpnesence, for the good of all. To one, the
Spirit gives the ability to speak wisely; to anathe ability to express knowledge. The same
Spirit gives one person faith, and another thedjifiealing. One can work miracles, another
can speak out God’s message, another can discevadrespirits. One receives the gift of
tongues, another can interpret them. But it isamethe same Spirit who produces all these
gifts, distributing them to each one as he wisligst as a single body has many parts, and
they all make up one body — have been baptisedhetone body by the same Spirit; we have
all been given the same Spirit to drink.

(1 Corinthians 12:4-13)
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B. The Lima Text

The Gift of the Spirit

5.

The Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of peoplefbre, in and after their baptism.
It is the same Spirit who revealed Jesus as thgkri:10-11) and who
empowered and united the disciples at Pentecoss @cGod bestows upon all
baptised persons the anointing and the promisleeoifibly Spirit, marks them with
a seal and implants in their hearts the first ins¢at of their inheritance as sons
and daughters of God. The Holy Spirit nurtureslifieeof faith when they will
enter into its full possession, to the praise efgltory of God (2 Cor 1:21-22; Eph
1:13-14).

The Sign of the Spirit

14.

In God’s work of salvation, the paschal mygtarChrist’'s death and resurrection
Is inseparably linked with the Pentecostal gifthed Holy Spirit. Similarly,
participation in Christ’'s death and resurrectiomgeparably linked with the
receiving of the Spirit. Baptism in its full meagisignifies and effects both.
Christians differ in their understanding as to vehtire sign of the gift of the Spirit
Is to be found. Different actions have become aasatt with the giving of the
Spirit. For some it is the water rite itself. Fahers, it is the anointing with chrism
and/or the imposition of hands, which many churatasconfirmation. For still
others it is all three, as they see the Spirit afpez through the rite. All agree that
Christian baptism is in water and the Holy Spirit.

The Celebration of Baptism

17.

18.

19.

20.

Baptism is administered with water in the narhthe Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit.

In the celebration of baptism the symbolic@nsion of water should be taken
seriously and not minimalised. The act of immergian vividly express the
reality that in baptism the Christian participateshe death, burial and
resurrection of Christ.

As in the case in the early centuries, thiegjithe Spirit in baptism may be
signified in additional ways; for example, by thegrsof laying on of hands, and by
anointing or chrismation. The very sign of the sroscalls the promise gift of the
Holy Spirit who is the instalment and pledge of wisayet to come when God has
fully redeemed those whom he has made his own. {El#t14). The recovery of
such vivid signs may be expected to enrich thegitu

Within any comprehensive order of baptisneast the following elements should
find a place: the proclamation of the scripturdeméng to baptism; an invocation
of the Holy Spirit; a renunciation of evil; a pregon of faith in Christ and the
Holy Trinity; the use of water; a declaration thia persons baptised have
acquired a new identity as sons and daughters df &al as members of the
Church, called to be witnesses of the Gospel. SBmeaches consider that
Christian initiation is not complete without theaBeg of the baptised with the gift
of the Holy Spirit and participation in Holy Comman.
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C.  Group Discussion

1. What do the two readings from Acts suggest about thconnection between the
Holy Spirit and baptism? Are these two baptisms -ene in water and one in the
Spirit?

2. Paul suggests some of the ways the Spirit was atrkan the Corinthian
community. What gifts of the Spirit are you awareof in your own life?

3. Christian Baptism is in water and the Holy Spirit (14) How does your Church
practise the water sign? What does this sign meda the congregation?

4. Does your Church have further ways of signifying tle gift of the Spirit?

D. Closing Prayer

Symbol: A picture or photograph of people placed in thetieeof the group.
The leader invites the group to gather for prayer.

Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3-13
“Different gifts, but the same Spirit”

Quiet reflection ....brief prayers from the heart

Leader: God calls us to a deep and beautiful sharingitf tmd hope and love. Despite all
our fears and brokenness, let us pray for stremgthcourage and the grace to support one
another in every need and gift.

All: We give thanks, O God,
for all your gifts to us
especially for the gift of your Spirit
to each of us.

Open our hearts to the light of your Spirit
who enables us to accept the gifts of one another
for the growth of the Kingdom.

Glory and praise to you, O God of love,
now and forever.
Amen.

Leader: Let us pray the words that Jesus taught us,

12



All: Our Father in heaven:
make your name revered;
make your Kingdom come;
make your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today the bread we need.
Forgive us our faults,
as we forgive others their faults.
Do not let us be tested,
but keep us safe from the Evil One.
(Matthew 6:9-13)

Conclusion: Let us offer one another the greeting of peace.

13



SESSION 3: BAPTISM AND CHURCH

Father, Son and Holy Spirit — An Ecumenical Discugen on
Our Common Baptism - 1985

A.  Scripture Readings

Allow a few moments to become still, and to receg@od’s word; then ask someone to read
the passages out.

Just as a single body has many parts, and theyakké up one body — so it is with Christ. All
of us — Jews or Gentiles slaves or free — have baptised into the one body by the same
Spirit; we have all been given the same Spiritrinld
For the body itself is not made up of only one plaut of many parts. If the foot were to say,
“because | am not a hand, | don’t belong to theyfatiat would not keep it from being part
of the body. If the ear were to say, “because hatnan eye, | don’t belong to the body,” that
would not keep it from being part of the body.
If the whole body were just an eye, how could arf?e And if it were only an ear, how could
it smell? As itis, God put every different partthe body just as he wanted it to be. There
would not be a body if it were all only one pafthere are many parts, but one body.

(1 Corinthians 12:12-20)

Baptized into union with Christ, now you are clatheith Christ.
So there is no more difference
between Jews and Gentiles,
between slaves and free,
between men and women:
you are all ONE in Christ Jesus.
(Galatians 3:27-28)

Preserve the unity which the Spirit gives by meafithie peace that binds you together.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as theoméshope to which God has called you.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; themnis God and Father of all, who is Lord of
all, works through all, and is in all.

(Ephesians 4:3-6)

B. The Lima Text

The Body of Christ

1. Administered in obedience to our Lord, baptism sign and seal of our common
discipleship. Through Baptism, Christians are braugto union with Christ, with
each other and with the Church of every time aagdglOur common baptism,
which unites us to Christ in faith, is thus a bdmad of unity. We are only people
and are called to confess and serve one Lord im glace and in all the world.
The union with Christ which we share through baptisas important implications
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for Christian unity. “There is ...one baptism, oned@md Father of us all....”
(Eph 4:4-6).

When baptismal unity is realised in one holy, olithapostolic Church, a genuine
Christian witness can be made to the healing acwhiling love of God.
Therefore, our one baptism into Christ constitatesll to the churches to
overcome their divisions and visibly manifest tHeltowship.

A sign of the Kingdom

6. Baptism initiates the reality of the new life givienthe midst of the present world.
It gives participation in the community of the H@irit. It is a sign of the
Kingdom of God and of the life of the world to coniérough the gifts of faith,
hope and love, baptism has a dynamic which embitheeshole of life, extends
to all motions, and anticipates the day when et@ngue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

Mutual Recognition of Baptism

15. Churches are increasingly recognizing one anottapdism as the one baptism
into Christ when Jesus Christ has been confesskedrddy the candidate or, in
the case of infant baptism, when confession has begle by the church (parents,
guardians, godparents and congregation) and affitater by personal faith and
commitment. Mutual recognition of baptism is acktexged as an important sign
and means of expressing the baptismal unity gimedhrist. Wherever possible,
mutual recognition should be expressed expliciylyHe churches.

See: Agreed Statements on Baptism
R/C/Uniting/Anglican/Lutheran
C.  Group Discussion
1. “There is one Body, one Spirit, ...... one Lord, on¢Hfaone baptism, and one

God and fathers of all’. (Eph 4:4-6) Is there mitv@&n one Church? Into which
Church is a person baptised?

2. Does your Church recognize baptism celebratedharathurches?

3. “You are together Christ’'s body — each a diffeneat of it.” (1 Cor 12:27) How
can we develop our sense of unity, while preserthegstrengths of our own
traditions?

4. Have you ever attended a baptism in anther chudathyou find it a religious
experience?

15



D. Closing Prayer
Symbol: A banner or poster depicting “Jesus is Lord” aolage of “people” pictures.
The leader invites the group to gather for prayer.

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 4:3-6
“There is one God and Father of all.”

Quiet reflection......brief prayers from the heart.

Leader: We are united in the Spirit of the Lord, calledbe his people. Let us pray that
his Church may continue to grow in love, and bega ef the kingdom.

All: You have called us to your Church, O God.
You bring us together
in shared faith and prayer
to find the support we need
to heed the Gospel's challenge.
Make us a living Church,
enriching, taking care of one another
for the sake of the whole world and its needs.

Join our hearts and minds
in the Holy Spirit of Jesus,
the sure promise of our faith
now and forever.

Amen.

Leader: Let us pray the words that Jesus taught us,

All: Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen
(Traditional)

Conclusion: Let us offer one another the greeting of peace.
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SESSION 4 - BAPTISM AND FAITH

Father, Son and Holy Spirit — An Ecumenical Discugen on
Our Common Baptism - 1985

A. Scripture Reading

Allow a few moments to become still, and to recsg@od’s word; then ask someone to
read the passages out.

(Peter said), “All the people of Israel, then ar&mow for sure that this Jesus, whom you
crucified, is the one that God has made Lord anddidd!”. When the people heard this,
they were deeply troubled. They said to Petertaadther apostles, “What shall we do,
brothers?”
Peter said to them, “Each one of you must turn afinay his sins and be baptised in the
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will bgif@n; and you will receive God’s gift,
the Holy Spirit. For God’s promise was made to god your children, and to all who are
far away — all whom the Lord our God calls to hithsePeter made his appeal to them
and with many words he urged them, saying, “Sawesalves from the punishment
coming on this wicked people!” Many of them bekevhis message and were baptised,;
about three thousand people were added to the ghatipay.

(Acts 2:36-41)

How rich is God’s mercy, how great his love for Mghen we were spiritually dead in our
disobedience, he brought us to life with Christis by God’s grace that you have been
saved. In union with Christ Jesus, he raised usitiphim to rule with him in the
heavenly world. He did this to show for all time tbxtraordinary greatness of his grace
and his love for us in Christ Jesus.

For it is by God'’s grace that you have been salkezligh faith. It is not the result of your
own efforts: it is God’s gift. So no one can baasout it. God has made us what we are.
In our union with Christ Jesus, he has createaua fife of good deeds, which God has
already prepared for us.

(Ephesians 2:4-10)

The Lima Text

God'’s gift and our response

7. Baptism is both God’s gift and our human respoodéadt gift. It looks towards a
growth into the measure of the stature of the adéof Christ (Eph 4:13). The
necessity of faith for the reception of the salmatembodied and set forth in baptism
is acknowledged by all churches. Personal commmtisenecessary for responsible
membership in the body of Christ.
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Baptism of Believers and Infants

9. While the possibility that infant baptism was afsactised in the apostolic age cannot
be excluded, baptism upon personal professionithf iathe most clearly attested
pattern in the New Testament documents.

In the course of history, the practice of baptisas Heveloped in a variety of forms.
Some churches baptise infants brought by parergaandians who are ready, in and
with the Church, to bring up the children in theri®han faith. Other Churches
practise exclusively the baptism of believers wheable to make a personal
confession of faith. Some of these Churches emagauinfants or children to be
presented and blessed in a service which usualbhias thanksgiving for the gift of
the child and also the commitment of the motherfatiter to Christian parenthood.
All churches baptise believers coming from othéigiens or from unbelief who
accept the Christian faith and participate in dag¢ical instruction.

Renewal of Baptismal Practice

12. Both the baptism of believers and the baptiEmfants take place in the Church as
the community of faith. When one who can answehifmself or herself is baptised,
a personal confession of faith will be an integraitt of the baptismal service. When
an infant is baptised, the personal response witiffered at a later moment in life. In
both cases, the baptised person will have to gnothie understanding of faith. For
those baptised upon their own confession of féitére is always the constant
requirement of a continuing growth of personal oese in faith. In the case of
infants, personal confession is expected later,Gimastian nurture is directed to the
eliciting of this confession. All baptism is rodten and declares Christ’s faithfulness
unto death. It has its setting within the life dadh of the Church and, through the
witness of the whole Church, points to the faith&ds of God, the ground of all life in
faith. At every baptism the whole congregatiorffieas its faith in God and pledges
itself to provide an environment of withess and/eer. Baptism should, therefore,
always be celebrated and developed in the setfittgedChristian community.

C.  Group Discussion

1. Baptism involves (a) God’s gift (grace) And (b) @asponse (faith).
How is this expressed in each of the Scriptureings®

2. If a faith-response is necessary, how do we jugiié/baptism of infants? What
responsibilities does this place on family and ceggtion?

3. If Baptism is God'’s gift, how can we refuse it tdants?
What are the responsibilities of believing paremt®se children are not yet baptised?
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4. “We acknowledge one baptism for the forgivenessimg.” (Nicene Creed). “One
Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph 4:5) Is it pddsito be baptised twice?

D.  Closing Prayer

Symbol: Lighted candle placed in the centre of the group.
The leader invites the group to gather for prayer.
Scripture Reading: Ephesians 2:4-10

“It is by God’s grace that you have been savedutjindfaith, God’s
gift.”

Quite reflection....brief prayers from the heart.

Leader: Baptism is God'’s gift to us, and we are calledetgpond to that gift. Let us
pray that his life be rooted ever deeper in ourtsea

All: We give you thanks, O God our father,
for your gift of life
planted in our hearts
through the grace of Baptism.
With the flow of baptismal waters in your Church
nourish the Christian life we share.

Nurture the Church of Jesus,

for it is the holy ground

of life’s rebirth and our renewal,

and a living witness of faith and hope for therdo
Be with us, living and faithful Father,

now and forever.

Amen.
Leader: Let us pray the words that Jesus taught us,
All: Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sing against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are gpur
now and forever.
Amen.
(fromA Prayer Book for Australia

Conclusion: Let us offer one another the greeting of peace.
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