
 

 

“I dream of an ecumenical movement as a movement of people who are messengers of God’s grace, a 

people open to each other and discovering the presence of Christ and of God’s grace in the other.  To 

see Christ in the other is so much stronger than all that separates us…” 

Revd Dr Samel Kobia, former General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 

 

From  The General Secretary 
Dear Friends 

Holy Week and Easter are the most important observances of the Christian Year. It doesn’t matter 

which tradition of the Christian faith you come from all churches observe and celebrate Palm Sunday 

and the events leading up to Jesus’ arrest, trial and crucifixion. Then we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection 

as we gather with great joy on Easter Day. This year though will be different. With the closure of 

places of worship due to the COVID-19 corona virus both here in Australia and other parts of the 

world, we are unable to follow our usual services and rituals. This is a great challenge. How can we 

proclaim the importance of the death and resurrection of Jesus in our lives within the current 

restrictions on movement and activity? We have become very inventive thanks to the wide range of 

social media we can tap into. This has allowed for services to be live streamed or recorded for later 

viewing to be done on a daily basis over the past two weeks. This is great and thanks goes to 

everyone who is involved in the organisation and production of these services. These services have 

been very important in keeping people and congregations connected to their church communities. 

Our greatest gift to the world as we proclaim the Risen Christ is prayer in all its varied and unique 

forms. As we pray for others, they are praying for us. Even those who do not profess a particular 

faith are often touched when we say that we are praying for them. We, at QCT, assure all churches 

and communities of our prayers for you at this time. The challenge of ministry has increased since 

the COVID-19 crisis began. We pray that God’s strength, peace and love will sustain all clergy, 

ministers and church leaders in the days ahead. We have put some resources and ideas on the QCT 

Facebook page for your use and information and will continue to do so. Please share any ideas and 

thoughts that you may have that may be useful to someone else to use. Together we can meet the 

challenges before us knowing that God is with us every step of the way. 

We are still hoping to hold the QCT AGM on Saturday 9th May. That though is subject to any change 

in the way we are allowed to meet. We will let you know as time goes by. The Executive is aiming to 

meet electronically on 29th April.  

We wish everyone a very Happy and Holy Easter. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. 

 

Richard Tutin 
General Secretary 

NEWSLETTER 
April 2020 



 

  



 

I think many of us will be able to relate to the feelings in this article… 

 

Time to Grieve 
Jon Tyson, lead pastor of Church of the City New York (from Christianity Today) 

I have lived in New York City for 15 years and have been involved in church planting 

and mission in some of the most challenging ministry contexts. Our church has been 

here during crises too. We weathered the 2008 financial meltdown, and when the city 

was hit by hurricane Sandy in 2012, the church served, sacrificed, and gave in such 

a way that that many in our city were thanking God for the presence of the Christians 

they had formerly dismissed. 

So you would expect that we would be ready for a challenge like COVID-19. We have 

been divinely prepared for such a time as this, I thought. As I looked online, all I saw 

were glowing portraits of opportunity. The gospel would go viral, prayer would 

spread from house to house like in the book of Acts, and our gathering-centric 

consumer instincts would be disciplined and pruned. 

But none of that felt true on Saturday as I pressed record on the best camera I could 

find and began to preach in a small room without a congregation—basically by 

myself. It didn’t feel like the opportunity of a lifetime. It just felt sad. I missed my 

people. It didn’t matter that our online presence would turn out to be far larger than 

our typical Sunday gatherings. I didn’t ache for online presence; I ached 

for actual presence, the communion of the saints, the body of Christ 

I missed standing in the lobby and being able to tell the kind of week my friends had 

by the strain in their smile. I missed the idiosyncratic laughter during the sermon, 

people coming forward for prayer, kids running around the lobby like they own it, and 

lingering worship leading people to deeper prayer and confession. In Life Together, 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “The physical presence of other Christians is a source of 

incomparable joy and strength to the believer.” Last Sunday I felt no joy or 

strength—just faithfulness to a message I have come to cherish and longing for 

people who have become my family. 

I know that the church is not a building. I know Sunday is just a part of church life, 

but last Sunday felt like a condensed symbol of loss. It highlighted the fact that, 

despite our best efforts at connecting through technology, there is no substitute for 

embodied love. It hurt to know that our people would feel the loss, too. No matter the 

quality of the broadcast, they would trade it for a moment worshiping together—

shaking hands, hugging, raising their voices, and receiving Communion. 

“I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy,” Paul wrote to Timothy (2 Tim. 1:4). 

Standing in front of the camera, those words took on a new meaning. I will adjust to 

the new reality. I will do what I can to redeem this moment. And because of the 

amazing team I do ministry with, I know we will do it well. But I also need to be able to 

grieve—to acknowledge the loss and the strange sense that things may never go 

back to the way they were. I am grateful for Zoom and the technology that lets us 

broadcast live, but I am most grateful for the reminder of the value that God puts on 

physical presence. The Word took on flesh and made his dwelling among us. 



 

 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

God of the present moment,  
God who in Jesus stills the storm  
and soothes the frantic heart;  
bring hope and courage to all  
who wait or work in uncertainty.  
Bring hope that you will make them 
the equal  
of whatever lies ahead.  
Bring them courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided,  
for your will is health and wholeness;  
you are God, and we need you.  
-Adapted by Bishop Jeremy Greaves from New Zealand 

Prayer Book 

 



 

What if you became a coronavirus refugee?  
When this virus subsides and the curve flatlines, your wicker basket will overflow with toilet 
paper, your pantry brim with packets of pasta and your medicine cabinet overflow with 
hoarded pills and tablets you never needed.  

For refugees, when the war is over, the tanks roll out and the bodies are buried, nightmares 
visit us at night sending hearts racing. PTSD, fear and anxiety passes on to the next 
generation and those not yet born. We see ghosts every day: at family picnics, at the dinner 
table, at graduation ceremonies. We stiffen at No Caller ID’s, at knocks on our doors, in the 
hope that family members who went missing during the war may have someone survived, 
and it all comes flooding back.  

As refugees we never had the luxury of panic buying. For me panic meant sleeping with my 
shoes on fully clothed for panicked adrenaline-injected midnight dashes to the basement. My 
feet thundering on the wooden stairs, ka-ka-ka-ka-ka-ka of anti-aircraft gunfire muffled my 
screams. Who had the time to think about toilet paper in that moment?  

I see you're complaining about a car race and some comedy festival being cancelled. When 
the only birthing hospital in my town was bombed, my auntie gave birth on the hard concrete 
floor of our cold basement. Her screams blocked out the gunfire.  

I see you're complaining tubs of hand sanitiser have been sold out. When a shard of 
shattered window glass cut my leg in the moment of bombardment, they sutured my wound 
without anaesthetic in a hospital without bandaids, syringes, needles or nurses.  

I see you want people to distance themselves from you. I am reminded of the time when 
they handed me a thin foam mattress, directed me to a spot on  the floor and told me to 
make a home in this camp of strangers for 5 years all lined up like sardines next to each 
other - where one pot cooked everyone's food.  

We couldn’t panic buy even if we wanted to. There was nothing to buy. Placing sanctions on 
war ravaged nations does that. 

So you keep hoarding your toilet paper, your pasta and your medicine. But remember how 
quickly tables can turn. How quickly the shoe can be on the other foot. No one is diminishing 
your fears. I'm sure these are genuinely held. All we ask is that you show a modicum of 
empathy towards people seeking asylum.  

When your country is riven with deadly war, violence or - a virus. And you run for the border 
to safety but you find a barbed wire fence, a great big wall erected to keep you out. Police to 
beat you away with batons, they shoot at you with rubber bullets. When your bedroom 
becomes a ravine. When you fall asleep to the sound of your empty stomach churning.  

When they strip you of your name. You're no longer human. You're now Covid-198765XYK. 

This way it is easier to deal with you becomes you're only a number in a sequence of 
infected people. Makes it easier to isolate you in some deserted town, to detain you there 
until you sew your lips shut in protest. Makes it easier to strip you of your legal right to claim 
protection. Makes it easier to deny you basic welfare; a meal and shelter. You may not even 
be protected at law - virus isn't a category covered by the refugees' convention. You're an 
economic refugee. You're using the virus to get into our country and take our jobs. Go back 
to where you came from, you virulent sicko. We've exceeded our limited quota of you lot. 
Why can't you just go to some other country?  

Maybe now is the time to reflect on your humanity.  

Covid-19, like the refugee crisis, is a global problem. It requires a global solution. No one 
chose to create it. No one chose to be infected by it. But we all have a choice in how we 
respond.  

So, when an island on the other side of the world becomes a door for those fleeing a crisis - 
will you answer? 

- the end - 

Danijel Malbasa   



 

  

Below is information we have received from Capstone IT – you may find the safety advice on Zoom and 

other conferencing software useful…. 



 

The Joint Churches Domestic Violence Project 

JCDVPP 
 

 

 

At the beginning of March we had the privilege of presenting workshops in Cairns 

and Atherton. Six members of the JCDVPP team travelled to Far North Queensland 

and presented Workshops at the Seville Centre, Cairns and the Catholic Church in 

Atherton.  We are thankful to all those who helped make the workshops possible, in 

particular Cathy Spencer from the Cairns Catholic Diocese, Rhiana Meaney and the 

ladies that provided the catering in Atherton. 

Also at the beginning of March, three members of the team gave a short presentation 

to students at Grace College, UQ.   

JCDVPP were planning a workshop in Toowoomba in May and a short presentation 

to clergy just prior to the Anglican SQ synod in June.  Both these events have been 

postponed. 

The other main project is finalising a new edition of the purple book “Questions 

women ask about Domestic Violence and Christian Beliefs”.  The new edition will 

have more information and diagrams.  The lists of services at the back of the book 

will be limited to the national call lines.  Other resources will be maintained on the 

QCT website.  This will ensure that the information can be regularly updated.  We 

would like to have the purple book translated into languages other than English.  

Please let us know if you know anyone who would be able to help with translations. 

At each workshop JCDVPP circulate a wealth of resources with information on many 

different aspects of Domestic Violence, including ESafety, law, financial abuse, 

copies of resources from different churches, statistics, services available, video 

resources, prayers and more.  All of the resources that are handed out at the 

workshops can be viewed from the QCT website. 

 

 



 

  
 

Domestic family Violence and COVID-19 
Research shows that DFV increases after emergencies and natural disasters.  In 

China family violence advocates reported incidents TRIPLED for the month of 

February 2020 compared to 2019. 

COVID-19 creates many additional stresses that could all contribute to an increased 

incidence of DFV: 

• Increased financial insecurity 

• Employment and household insecurity 

• Increased and sustained long periods of time when families are in isolation 

together 

• Reduced ability to flee DFV 

• Reduced access to community support 

What can you do? 

Be aware of the increased stresses when contacting Parishioners and others. 

Print details of national DFV help lines and local services in any newsletters you send 

out to Parishioners 

National helplines:   

Dvconnect womensline (free call) 24 hours:  1800 811 811 

Dvconnect mensline (free call) 10am-6pm  1800 600 636 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queensland Churches Envionmental 

Network 

 

The QCEN team were pleased to welcome two new Lutheran members: Rebecca 

Miegal and Ingeburg Dell’Antonio 

QCEN are planning the following activities for later in 2020: 

• Visits to member church leadership teams.  

• Season of Creation activities in September such as the photographic display, 

opening service and film night all seem worth continuing in 2020. QCEN are 

investigating an extended care-for-creation workshop during September. 

• Collating creation care resources and promoting events through the QCT website 

and QCEN Facebook page.   

• There are an increasing number of denominational, inter-denominational, multi-

faith and secular groups who have an interest in care for creation, some with a 

particular emphasis on issues such as climate change.  QCEN is a forum where we 

can exchange information about events and initiatives that are occurring. 

The present period of isolation seems to be a time for preparing resources for use in 

the future. 



 

 
This idea and invitation is being circulated through various communities via 

Facebook. 

This Sunday 5 April 2020 is Palm Sunday for many churches. Since places of 

worship are closed you are invited to join in on something a bit different. If you have 

access to a palm tree (or any green branch), cut a frond or branch and tie it to your 

fence or front door and leave it there for Holy Week so that, despite the social 

distancing, we can be connected as we enter into this Holiest of Weeks. We may be 

physically isolated, but not separated. We are united as the body of Christ. Let’s 

proclaim Hosanna in the highest loud and strong. 

 

  



 

From  The WCC.. 

”God has promised to be with us also in 
times of crisis” says Tveit 

 
Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit takes on his new role as presiding bishop of the Church of Norway from 1 April 2020. Photo: 
Albin Hillert/WCC 

31 March 2020 

After more than ten years heading the World Council of Churches 
(WCC), Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit says this is the time that "we 

should remind one another that we believe in God as the “Good 
shepherd” who promised to be with us also in times of crisis,” 

especially in this time of the global COVID-19 crisis. 

Following his time as general secretary of the world's biggest grouping of 
Anglican, Orthodox, and Protestant churches, Tveit will from 1 April 

officially take on his new role as presiding bishop of the Church of 

Norway, a church in the Lutheran tradition. 

Tveit was interviewed by the WCC News and the Italian news agency NEV 
of the Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy, the country that has 

suffered more than any country from the novel coronavirus, with around 

93,000 cases and more than 10,000 people killed by the disease. 

He describes the job he was chosen for as a "privilege" and “blessing," 
leading the WCC in challenging times, and says he is leaving feeling 

optimistic about the ecumenical movement. 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/with-the-current-challenge-now-is-the-time-to-say-we-believe-in-god-says-tveit/image/image_view_fullscreen


 

"It is extremely important that the churches together are able to say, we 

are walking, we are praying, we are working together," says Tveit. 

In his interview, Tveit speaks of "understanding how much our Christian 

faith means to people who live under huge challenges, also conflicts, 
poverty, but also living with lives like my own, but addressing the daily 

challenge of life wherever we are.” 

He spoke of the importance of faith, "as we in these days fear that we will 

see something we have not seen before. We fear the virus. We fear the 
pandemic. We fear its effect on many people everywhere in the world, 

rich and poor." 

More to fear for those with less 

That fear applies particularly to those less privileged already and with 

fewer resources, less access to clean water, soap, health services, and 

also to financial support. 

"When this will affect the daily life for many people around the world and 

even in the sense that it is a matter of life and death," says the WCC head 
noting that it is not a time to "speak easily and in a superficial way" about 

our faith either. 

"But this is the time to say we believe in God, who is our shepherd, the 

God that shows his favour to us through Jesus Christ, who came to us and 

said, ‘I’m the good shepherd. I know mine. I know you.’ " 

He notes, "For me, it has been very important to know that we are 

praying together and that they are praying for one another and also 
knowing that some are particularly praying for my ministry, and my 

tasks, for me, and my family." 

Tveit observes that this life is the life given through the crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ and his resurrection. 

"The life for the world that we are then also called to and can share. I 
think there has also been a way of going back to the basics, to the basis 

of the mandate of the WCC, to the basis of our faith, and also to the basis 

of our human needs as one creation, as one humanity," says Tveit. 

The WCC has produced resources about Covid-19 including the following 

article: 

“Covid 19 and sexual and gender based violence” 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/covid-

19/copy_of_31032020_COVID19andSGBV.pdf 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/covid-19/copy_of_31032020_COVID19andSGBV.pdf
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/covid-19/copy_of_31032020_COVID19andSGBV.pdf

