
 

“I dream of an ecumenical movement as a movement of people who are messengers of God’s grace, a people 

open to each other and discovering the presence of Christ and of God’s grace in the other.  To see Christ in 

the other is so much stronger than all that separates us…” 

Revd Dr Samel Kobia, former General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 

 

From  The General Secretary 
Dear Friends 

We are preparing for this year’s QCT Assembly to be held on Saturday 12 October. As well as the more 

formal activity such as issuing invitations and organising the venue, the Executive decided that the Assembly 

theme would centre around our care and stewardship of the environment. The Queensland Churches 

Environmental Network (QCEN) has been given the task of organising that portion of the programme that 

focuses on the theme of the day. The bushfires here in Queensland as well as the continuing drought in 

many parts of Australia have heightened our awareness that we need to sharpen our act when it comes to 

using water, generating electricity, driving vehicles and disposing of items that we deem are no longer 

useful. As we consider these and other important environmental questions we are challenged to look too at 

our theology of creation and how we, as churches and individual Christians, should respond and act in 

relationship with God on these important issues affecting the web of life. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all communities in Queensland affected by the bushfires and drought. 

Help and assistance are needed long after the crises have passed as families and communities get back on 

their feet and take stock of their future. Any help that we can offer is gratefully received as is the assurance 

that people who are suffering are not alone. 

 

Our Orthodox brothers and sisters have been celebrating on several fronts in recent weeks. Archbishop 

Makarios, the new Greek Orthodox Archbishop for Australia and Papua New Guinea visited Brisbane at the 

end of August. During September the Coptic Orthodox Church in Queensland celebrates its Golden Jubilee 

while St Thomas Jacobite Syrian Church will be laying the Foundation Stone of their new church at the 

beginning of October. Please keep these three communities in your prayers as they celebrate their particular 

milestones in the life of their community. 

 

Richard Tutin 
General Secretary 

  

NEWSLETTER 
Issue 5   September 2019 



QCEN 

 

 

September is a very busy month for members of Queensland Churches Environmental 

Network, being Season of Creation.  Once more QCEN requested submissions of art 

works/photographs depicting Creation to be displayed at St John’s Anglican Cathedral and 

on the QCEN Facebook page.  It has been a pleasure to receive so many absolutely stunning 

pictures!  Please take a look at the pictures at the cathedral if you have the opportunity. 

Photos from previous year’s displays were featured on the Angligreen stall at the Eco Expo 

recently.  We are always happy for the photos to be used in displays.  (Contact 

admin@qct.org.au).  

The Season of Creation and display were launched by the Catholic Archbishop Peter Loy 

Chong of Suva, on Sunday 1st September.  The Archbishop gave the homily during a special 

Evensong at St John’s Cathedral and answered questions after the service about how 

climate change was affecting the lives of local Fijians, and how river gravel removal has 

resulted in the destruction of reef and the pollution of fishing grounds.  To learn more check 

out the video on the Archdiocese of Suva Facebook page.  (There is also a video of a song 

written by Bishop Chong, “Climate change Lament.”)  

Photo by Kerryn Smith 

mailto:admin@qct.org.au


As part of Season of Creation QCEN organised a screening of the film Albatross at St Francis 

College. 

Albatross was beautifully filmed on Midway Island in the North Pacific and follows the 

beginnings of the life cycle of these magnificent birds and the tragedy of the plastic 

pollution.  The following was taken from the Albatross film website  

(www.albatrossthefilm.com) : 

“On our first trip to Midway Island … our team photographed and filmed thousands 
of young albatrosses that lay dead on the ground, their stomachs filled with plastic. 
The experience was devastating, not only for what it meant for the suffering of the 
birds, but also for what it reflected back to us about the destructive power of our 
culture of mass consumption, and humanity's damaged relationship with the living 
world. 
On our second trip to Midway, the project's focus began to evolve, as we met the live 
albatrosses singing and dancing by the hundreds of thousands all over the island. 
Returning to Midway a total of eight times over four years, we experienced the birds' 
beauty, grace, and sentience more and more vividly with each trip. We learned to 
attune ourselves to their body language, so that we could film them up close without 
causing them anxiety. They allowed us to witness their most tender moments at 
astonishingly close range, as the mated pairs snuggled and built their nests 
together, their babies hatched from their eggs, and the fluffy chicks waited alone for 
their parents to return from their foraging trips to sea. The poetry of the albatross 
revealed itself layer by layer, as my team and I were gifted with intimate footage of 
every stage of their cycles of life, death, and birth.” 

 

For those who were unable to attend the screening, the film can be viewed and 

downloaded at www.albatrossthefilm.com  

QCEN regularly visits member Churches for an exchange of information.  In August QCEN 

was privileged to visit the Management Committee of the Anglican Southern Queensland 

Diocese to learn of how the Diocese is including environment within parishes, schools and 

Anglicare.  As Anglican SQ stretches out to Charleville and beyond, the Diocese highlighted 

the need to create connections between country and city. 

The theme for the QCT Assembly this year is “Ecumenical Care for Creation” and will include 

a 90 minute workshop led by the QCEN team on issues such as, what is our place in God’s 

creation, how have we failed to adequately care for creation, what statements have been 

issued about care for creation from different denominations, what does an ecologically 

sustainable lifestyle look like, and how can we respond to these challenges ecumenically.   

 

   
Check out the QCEN Facebook page 

http://www.albatrossthefilm.com/
http://www.albatrossthefilm.com/


Refection in the 
Anglican Focus  
by Bishop Roundhill 

Season of Creation 
Bishop John Roundhill reflects on what 

his coal-mining father would think about 

climate change and the current state of the Earth: “I suspect my father would be applauding 

16-year-old Swedish climate justice activist Greta Thunberg as she sails across the Atlantic 

on a high-tech, wind-powered yacht to tell the truth to powerful world leaders at the UN 

Climate Change Summit…” 

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.” 

(Genesis 2.15) 

In the second account of creation in the book of Genesis, the first thing that God anticipates 

of humanity is that the garden of Eden is tilled and cared for. Lately, humanity has fallen 

very short at caring for our earthly Eden. As records are broken around the world for the 

hottest, wettest, driest, and so on, it is often hard to know what caring for our shared home 

looks like and what we should be advocating for. 

What is God asking of us? Is a ‘keep cup’ a good thing and is there much point taking it 

with me when I fly down to Sydney or Melbourne for a daylong meeting? 

One of the Marks of Mission that is shared across the Anglican Communion is: “To strive to 

safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.” 

Yet even though we might agree with and support all of the Marks of Mission, it can be 

hard to know where to start. It can be difficult to take what we know in our heads and turn 

it into action. We are at times left paralysed and not knowing what to do as a result. 

My father was a coal miner in Betteshanger Colliery and so was his father and his father. I 

grew up in a house where we would gather around a coal fire most nights of the year. I was 

used to dealing with the accumulated ashes on a Saturday morning and, like my mother, I 

was rather skilled at breathing a fire back to life from the glowing embers in the morning. 

Periodically, my father would take us down to the town of Deal in Kent so we could visit his 

old home, a tiny pit village house, just like the one next to it and the one next to that. Coal 

mining has now largely disappeared in the UK and so have the coal-mining communities 

and the tiny homes. 

Yet I suspect my father would be applauding 16-year-old Swedish climate justice activist 

Greta Thunberg as she sails across the Atlantic on a high-tech, wind-powered yacht to tell 

the truth to powerful world leaders at the UN Climate Action Summit in New York during 

September. As he applauds her, I bet he would be tracking her journey and shocked at how 

serious the current situation is for the Earth, and consequently for us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis2.15&version=NRSV
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/un-climate-summit-2019.shtml
https://tracker.borisherrmannracing.com/


Fundamentally this Earth is not ours to exploit and despoil. 

Yet for years we have treated the Earth as a plentiful, never-

ending resource. Monday 29 July was ‘Earth Overshoot Day’, 

marking the day when humanity’s demands for ecological 

resources, including fish, forests, air, and fresh water, 

exceeded what the Earth can renew in a year. In economic 

terms, we are operating in deficit for the rest of the year. 

In the time since my great-grandfather was born the 

number of humans on the earth has increased from just 

over 1.2 billion to 7.7 billion, a six-fold increase. We can 

see this population boom as a spectacular success of 

the gains made in fields like medicine and education, 

but it has introduced huge strains on our natural world. 

The need for action by all of us is more apparent than 

ever. This will involve lifestyle changes. Yet piecing 

together what this new ‘greener’ life might look like is 

tough, and leave us stuck not knowing where to start. 

This September we enter the Season of Creation – a chance for churches, both in teaching 

and in liturgy, to reflect the giftedness of this Earth and our duty to care for it. 

Many of us have been drenched with statistics, forecasts and images that we do not quite 

understand, leaving our behaviours largely unchanged. Something more might be needed 

to help us take up the challenge that is before us. If we are not sufficiently moved by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warning us that we have only 12 years 

to limit climate change catastrophe, or by images of melting polar ice caps, might the 

power of well-crafted Anglican liturgy move us? Might we through worship put the pieces 

together not just in our heads, but in our hearts? 

These are not just questions I am asking of you, this Bishop needs to be moved, too. I, too, 

need to do what I can to care for this Earthy Eden. 

Resources for the Season of Creation can be found here and here. 

 

  

Robert Roundhill, father of Bishop John Roundhill 

 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has 

produced a short video: 

“Our sacred duty to act on climate change” 

The video can be viewed from the Archbishop of 

Canterbury Facebook page 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report
https://seasonofcreation.org/about/
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/time-for-creation


Article by David Tutty, Executive Officer of the Social Justice Committee of the Catholic 

Diocese of Toowoomba and member of QCEN.  For more info about the Social Justice 

Committee go to www.socialjusticetoowoomba.com  

Talking Cents 
 August 2019  

Talking Cents is an ecumenical group charged by the Auckland Anglican Diocesan Council  

to promote an alternative to current economic and political thought, and to encourage  

debate within the church. Ministry units are encouraged to distribute these articles.  

This article is contributed by David Tutty, a Catholic missiologist, currently the Executive  

Officer to the Social Justice Commission of the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba. 

Here, he writes in a personal capacity. 

 

Climate Emergency: How do we go forward? 

In mid-June, Pope Francis addressed a 

group of energy executives, investors and 

experts on energy transition and the need 

to care for our common home. In his 

speech, he said, “Faced with a climate 

emergency, we must take action 

accordingly, in order to avoid 

perpetuating a brutal act of injustice 

towards the poor and future generations.”  

Among religious leaders, the pope is not 

alone in expressing grave concern about 

the state of the climate. The Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Patriarch Bartholomew, the 

Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

alongside key Islamic, Buddhist and 

Rabbinic organisations have named 

human-induced climate change as a real 

threat, not only to the environment, but 

also to human wellbeing. Like Pope 

Francis, they call for urgent action. 

At the secular level, many local 

government authorities and even some 

countries have declared that we are now in 

a state of climate emergency. Auckland 

and Sydney, Wellington and Melbourne, 

the United Kingdom and Portugal are 

among about 800 local and national 

jurisdictions which are now seeking 

actions to follow from their emergency 

declarations. 

Actions are urgently needed at all levels of 

human society. Yet in order to have some 

sense of how best we can go forward, we 

first need to look at what has brought us 

to this point. 

To ask the question “what has contributed 

to this climate emergency?” requires many 

levels of analysis. At one level we could 

focus on the factors that contributed to 

the rise of the industrial revolution and the 

development of coal, oil and gas as key 

energy sources. At another level, we could 

analyse the contribution of capitalism and 

the neo-liberal economic agenda. We 

could also attempt to unpack what has 

contributed to the level of consumerism 

that has evolved. While these analyses are 

vital, I think they do not adequately go to 

the core of the problem. 

What has contributed to this state of 

emergency has its roots in the intertwine 

of the moral, cultural, spiritual and 

theological assumptions that underpin the 

http://www.socialjusticetoowoomba.com/


 

ways we relate with each other, with the 

rest of creation, and with the one we 

believers call God.  It is this complex mix 

that we need to unpack and analyse.  

Yet to do this does not come easily. By 

their very nature, our assumptions reflect 

deeply held values and beliefs about how 

we are to live life and what constitutes a 

good life. For the most part, we are not 

conscious of our assumptions even 

though they guide so much of our day-to-

day thoughts and actions. While 

assumptions can vary depending on an 

individual’s personal history and socio-

economic, cultural context, in a 

community there are usually some key 

assumptions that dominate, often because 

the vested interests of those with power 

control the key formative institutions. 

For us, who are descendants of western 

colonisers, I believe we do share a range 

of dominant assumptions that have 

contributed to the climate emergency we 

now face. Fundamental is our stress on the 

autonomy and personal responsibility of 

the individual. Underpinned by a 

privatised God, or no God, individuals 

focus on their own context and needs and 

name themselves as the ultimate rational 

yardstick. Also fundamental is the 

assumption that human beings are 

separate from and above nature. This 

allows us to objectify, marginalise and 

exploit nature for our own ends. With this 

objectification, the economic is given 

priority. Progress, increasing production 

and material consumption, and improving 

standards of living guide how success and 

the good life are defined. Material 

prosperity is even used as the yardstick of 

God’s blessing. We have also inherited the 

assumptions that enabled the whole 

hierarchical, patriarchal, colonial 

enterprise. Not only do we see that we can 

rightly exercise power over the earth and 

its resources, we also see that we can do 

this over those who are female, 

indigenous and poor in each land.   

These assumptions are so fundamental 

that it is extremely difficult for the majority 

to envisage alternatives. Our capacity to 

avoid, and even deny, truths that do not fit 

with how we see ourselves in the world is 

incomprehensible. Fear is also a huge 

factor, as people fight to hold on to what 

they have. Alongside this, multinationals 

keep trying to distract us with the 

products of modern consumer living. 

So, with this in mind, for us to go forward 

we do need to face the reality of climate 

emergency and deliberately seek 

alternative assumptions that enable a 

more sustainable and just future. I wish to 

name, in broad brush strokes, a few 

assumptions I see as vital for our way 

forward. What we need is a new balance 

between the individual, the collective 

(particularly the poorest and most 

vulnerable and those who will be born in 

the future), the rest of creation 

(particularly the ecosystems and creatures 

under stress) and the one we name as 

God. 

Firstly, I believe that seeking the truth 

about our climate emergency needs to be 

a fundamental basic assumption. This 

truth respects the best of peer-reviewed 

science concerning both the existence of 

an emergency and the factors that have 

contributed to the reality we now face.  

Secondly, we need to be committed to a 

new future that seeks to do things very 

differently than what has been. Learning to 

listen to the earth, those who are the 

indigenous of the earth, and those who 

are the poorest and most vulnerable of the 

earth is needed. A vital starting point is the 



 

basic assumption that we are diverse yet 

interdependent and that we need the 

earth and the most vulnerable on the 

earth to be healthy. Building on this, then, 

is the commitment to being deliberately 

present within the ecosystem that is our 

planet earth, to see the importance of 

belonging, to value all of the creation of 

which we are a part, and to collaborate in 

seeking a new sustainable and just future. 

Finally, I believe that this new way forward 

is only possible through a renewed sense 

of awe and wonder. Whether we choose to 

name God as God or not, it is crucial that 

we can see that there is so much more to 

reality than we can ever know and 

imagine. A more realistic sense of our true 

size in the universe opens us up to a 

greater sense of gratitude for the gift of 

life, a renewed sense of humility, an 

increasing willingness to accept 

vulnerability, a greater desire to love and 

be compassionate, and a more realistic 

understanding of how a good life is to be 

lived. 

Key for believers is the need to re-vision 

and re-image the very nature of God and 

to learn to be open in new ways to how 

we experience God and hear God’s call for 

us. Those who write from an eco-feminist, 

eco-theological, eco-spirituality or 

indigenous perspective have much to 

teach us! It is in all of creation that God is 

present and it is in all of creation that we 

humans can encounter the divine. 

Now, there is a huge gap between the 

dominant assumptions of today and the 

ones we need to live by for the sake of the 

hoped-for future. How we go forward in 

the intervening years and decades needs 

to be shaped by our goal. To seek the 

truth about our climate emergency and to 

be committed to a new sustainable and 

just future through a renewed sense of 

awe and wonder will take significant work. 

This work needs to be out of love and 

compassion and therefore non-violent. It 

needs to model the hoped for sustainable, 

just, compassionate, collaborative, 

interdependent future in its strategies and 

its care of friend and foe. In this journey, 

we will need to be open to both the 

mystics and the prophets amongst us. 

Pope Francis’ address can be accessed at 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/

june/documents/papa-francesco_20190614_compagnie-

petrolifere.html

   

Catholic Archbishop 

Peter Loy Chong of Suva, 

at St John’s Cathedral on 

1st September for the 

launch of Season of 

Creation 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/june/documents/papa-francesco_20190614_compagnie-petrolifere.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/june/documents/papa-francesco_20190614_compagnie-petrolifere.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/june/documents/papa-francesco_20190614_compagnie-petrolifere.html


 

 

 
 

 

  

Season of Creation Prayer 

Creator of Life, 

The Earth is full of Your creatures, and by Your wisdom 

you made them all. At Your word, the Earth brought forth 

plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 

bearing fruit, the waters teemed with swarms of living 

creatures of every kind, and world was filled with every 

kind of winged bird, walking animal, and creatures that 

creep upon the ground. 

Mountains, plains, rocks, and rivers shelter diverse 

communities, and through the changing seasons Your 

Spirit renews cycles of life. 

During this Season of Creation, open our eyes to see the 

precious diversity that is all around us. Enlighten our 

minds to appreciate the delicate balance maintained by 

each creature. Inspire us to conserve the precious 

habitats that nurture this web of life. 

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news 

to all creation, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Taken from the Season of Creation website 

https://seasonofcreation.org/guide/ 

 



 

The Joint Churches Domestic Violence Project 

JCDVPP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levon Kardashian and Valerie Joy helping at the JCDVPP stand at the NCCA Safe Churches conference 

The next JCDVPP workshop will take place in Toowoomba towards the end of November – 
date and venue to be confirmed.  For the first time JCDVPP hope to present a full day 
workshop – this will give more time to present material and opportunities for group 
discussion. 

We will be organising workshops in Far North Queensland within the next six months after 
being successful in an application for a grant to help cover the costs. 

The group will start to work on the next edition of the highly acclaimed “Questions women 
ask about Domestic Violence and Christian beliefs”.  There will be minor changes to the 
current edition: contacts will be amended, terminology updated and the types of Domestic 
Violence extended. 

On 17th and 18th September JCDVPP tended a table at the Safe Churches Transforming 
Cultures conference.  We hoped that our presence would make conference goers aware of 
JCDVPP resources and workshops.  One of the electives at the conference was resource 
sharing; Levon Kardashian (Uniting Church) and Valerie Joy (Quakers) shared the JCDVPP 
book and CD, as well as plans to roll out the training manual. 

 

Please note:  Links to many of the resources handed out at 

seminars are now available on the QCT website: 

http://www.qct.org.au/index.php/resources-links/domestic-

family-abuse-resources 

http://www.qct.org.au/index.php/resources-links/domestic-family-abuse-resources
http://www.qct.org.au/index.php/resources-links/domestic-family-abuse-resources


 

Out and about.. 

 

 

The Greek Orthodox community in Brisbane welcomed their new Archbishop at 
Divine service on Sunday 25 August. His Eminence Archbishop Makarios was elected 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in Australia in June 2019. QCT was 
represented at the service by the General Secretary, Canon Richard Tutin; President, 
Mrs Taisoo Kim Watson and Executive member Ms Margaret Naylon. 

 

QCT have been working on updating the QCT website:  www.qct.org.au 

The website is packed with information.  All events are posted on the website, 

plus a wealth of resources and links.  We will be adding to the resources, 

particularly environmental links and articles. 

We also try to keep the Queensland Churches Together Facebook page up to date 

with pictures, events and articles that you may find interesting. 

http://www.qct.org.au/


 

  

Richard Tutin and Margaret Naylon of the QCT Executive were privileged to 

join the Coptic Church in Queensland on Saturday 21 September, as members 

gathered at the Logan Entertainment Centre to celebrate 50 years of the 

Coptic Church in Australia and 30 years of the Coptic Church in Queensland. 

During the evening church leaders were honoured for their service and 

contribution in the progress of the Christian community in Queensland. 

 

  



 

Multi Faith 

 

On August 29th the Forum for Jews, Christians and Muslims held the annual 

Abrahamic Faiths concert, One G_d, Many Voices, at the Centre for Interfaith 

and Cultural Dialogue at Griffith University.  This year we were blessed with 

performances from Cantor David Bently, Ihsan Alkin, Hafez Ali Khan playing the 

ney, Brothers James and St Lukes Anglican Church Choir. 

 

  



 

From  The NCCA.. 

Taken from the NCCA Newsletter 20th September: 

Your urgent prayers are encouraged for Mary Jane Veloso 

Advocacy on behalf of Ms Veloso continues, with the upcoming hearing on Thursday 26 

September in the Supreme Court of the Philippines. This could potentially be the last 

hearing against Veloso’s alleged recruiters. As she languishes in an Indonesian prison, her 

testimony has yet to be included in her trial. 

Veloso is currently imprisoned in Indonesia, since 2010. She thought that she was on her 

way to a job as a domestic worker, was apprehended for drug trafficking and immediately 

sentenced to death. Although spared from the death penalty at the eleventh hour in April 

2015, she remains in prison her testimony unheard. 

This is has been an ongoing campaign in the Philippines and internationally since 2010. 

National Council of Churches in Philipines (NCCP) through Churches Witnessing with 

Migrants, and many other Asian regional ecumenical organizations have supported this 

ongoing campaign for Mary Jane Veloso.  

Please pray for Mary Jane, her family and Mary Jane's appeal to Supreme Court for 

deposition to share her story and testify against her recruiters.  

Poverty exists. Poverty hurts us all. We can all do something about it. 

Anti-Poverty Weeks(13th -19th October) supports the Australian community to have an 

increased understanding of poverty and to take action to collectively end it.  During Anti-For 

more information go to  https://antipovertyweek.org.au/  

Social Justice Sunday – 29th September 

The Social Justice Statement for 2019 – 2020 affirms the positive possibilities for encounter 

and solidarity offered by new digital media, while warning of those elements of our digital 

world that may be harmful.  The statement includes a practical guide: Ten steps towards 

genuine human encounter in our digital world  

https://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/Order-forms/2019/2019-

20%20SJS%20Ten%20Steps%20leaflet%20WEB.pdf 

  

https://antipovertyweek.org.au/
https://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/Order-forms/2019/2019-20%20SJS%20Ten%20Steps%20leaflet%20WEB.pdf
https://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/Order-forms/2019/2019-20%20SJS%20Ten%20Steps%20leaflet%20WEB.pdf


 

From  The WCC.. 
“Do you love me?” It’s a question about global warming  
 

 
WCC general secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit 
during his sermon at Marble Collegiate Church, NYC. 
Photo: Simon Chambers/ACT 

 

In a sermon at Marble Church in New York 
City on 22 September, World Council of 
Churches general secretary Rev. Dr Olav 
Fykse Tveit asked an elemental yet 
profound question: “Do you love me?” 
Tveit, visiting New York just before the Climate 
Action Summit organized by the United 
Nations, reflected that children and young 
people are asking this question in a new way. 
“Do you care for our future? Do you love us? 
Do you love me?” 
Go to https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-
centre/news/do-you-love-me-its-a-question-
about-global-warming  for more 

 
 

As Climate Summit begins, churches call for action now!  
 
23 September 2019 
As states gather at the United Nations for the 
Climate Action Summit, taking place on 23 
September, the ACT Alliance, Lutheran World 
Federation and World Council of Churches, which 
together represent 580 million Christians globally, 
are strengthening their collective call for climate 
justice and immediate action. 
As we focus on the interconnectedness of God’s 

creation, our churches are urging governments worldwide to take stronger measures and 
present concrete plans to address climate change – now. 
For more go to https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/as-climate-summit-
begins-churches-call-for-action-now 

 

  

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/do-you-love-me-its-a-question-about-global-warming
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/do-you-love-me-its-a-question-about-global-warming
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/do-you-love-me-its-a-question-about-global-warming
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/do-you-love-me-its-a-question-about-global-warming/image/image_view_fullscreen
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/as-climate-summit-begins-churches-call-for-action-now/image/image_view_fullscreen


 

Indian Orthodox Church Catholicos, Patriarch Kirill hold historic 
meeting  

20 September 2019 
From  WCC news - By Liju Cherian 
His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Paulose II, Supreme Head of the Indian 
(Malankara) Orthodox Church, and Catholicos of the East, met with Patriarch Kirill of 
Moscow and All Russia at St Daniel Monastery in Moscow on 3 September. 
His Holiness Catholicos Paulose II thanked Patriarch Kirill for the hospitality, stressing that 
“forty years have elapsed and now we as primates of our Churches can resume the 
exchange of visits. Your Holiness, your love and insight have helped to make it possible. 
Once again, thank you for it”. 

 
Photo: Dept of Ecumenical Relations, MOSC 

 


