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I would like to acknowledge and pay my respects to our Elders who have paved a way for us 

to continue working towards God’s kingdom purposes and achieving Justice and 

Reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people/s and non-Indigenous 

church communities.   

I would like to thank Queensland Churches Together (QCT) for establishing the CTIPP 

Commission as a conduit for our Elders god-given dreams to be lived through and to continue 

to bring about Justice and Reconciliation in the wider community.  I would also like to thank 

and acknowledge the churches who continue to provide financial support to the work of 

CTIPP. 

It has been a wonderful blessing and honour to fulfil God’s plan and purpose for my life for 

such a time as this and to commence working with Queensland Churches Together, as CTIPP 

Co-ordinator.  I commenced operating in this role on 4th November 2013 and I am employed 

on a part-time basis (2 days per week). 

Since commencing in this position I have been busy learning the role and responsibilities and 

building relations with QCT staff - General Secretary, Reverend Richard Tutin and Office 

Administrator, Jela Virzi.  Both have been wonderful in providing ministry support and 

guidance.  I have also had the opportunity to meet the QCT President and individual 

Executive representatives and it’s encouraging to have their support and belief in CTIPP’s 

mandate. 

Chairperson, Brooke Prentis has been an invaluable asset to both QCT and CTIPP in 

providing ministry support, guidance and direction to me in this new role.  And it is with the 

upmost gratitude that I say thank you for believing in me and providing me with this 

wonderful opportunity to humbly serve QCT and the CTIPP Committee on behalf of my 

family, people and our community. 

I have also invested time and energy in developing relationships with individual CTIPP 

Committee Members whose time, ministry expertise and experience have been invaluable to 

both CTIPP’s and my personal ministry growth and development.   

We have recently experienced a few changes to CTIPP’s membership with Aunty Jean 

Phillips’ resignation.  I would like to personally thank and acknowledge Aunty Jean for all 

her dedication, commitment and work towards CTIPP.  She will be sadly missed.  I also 

would like to welcome Raelene Baker who is our newest member from the Salvation Army. 

 



We currently have 10 CTIPP Committee Members: Brooke Prentis [Chair] (Salvation Army),  

Fr Bruce Boase (Anglican), The Revd Alex Gater (Anglican), Rose Elu (Anglican), Ravina 

Waldren (Catholic), David Miller (Catholic), Sarah-Jane Hollingsworth (Uniting), Kerry 

Charlton, Raelene Baker (Salvation Army), Chris Ellis. 

To date, the CTIPP Committee has been proactive and keen to participate in 2 meetings 

(November 2013 & February 2014) where we had 90% attendance.  The main purpose of 

both meetings was for CTIPP members to strategically plan for the future direction of CTIPP 

and events.  Some meeting outcomes –  

• CTIPP budget / financial strategies 

• Promotional strategies 

• Developed a significant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander annual events calendar 

for 2014 

• CTIPP meeting and workshop calendar for 2014 

• Visioning day workshop 

• Committee membership 

• Commenced planning and workshops for Reconciliation Services 2014 

CTIPP Reconciliation Services have been scheduled to coincide with National Reconciliation 

Week (27th May – 3rd June 2014) in four church locations throughout Queensland being, 

Logan, Bracken Ridge, Ipswich and Rockhampton. 

The 2014 Reconciliation Services will be held on: 

• Monday 26 May, 6:45pm for a 7pm start, The Salvation Army Life Community 

Church, 123 Paradise Road, Slacks Creek 

• Tuesday 27 May, 6:45pm for a 7 pm start, St Joseph & St Anthony Catholic Church, 

30 Eldorado Street, Bracken Ridge 

• Thursday 29 May, 6:45pm for a 7 pm start, Glebe Road Uniting Church, 98/104 

Glebe Road, Booval 

• Sunday 1st June, 6:45pm for a 7 pm start, Rockhampton Anglican Church, 66 Little 

Musgrave Street, North Rockhampton 

We encourage all QCT member churches to please promote these services, encourage 

congregations to promote them and to attend.  If we can please also ask that you encourage 

your Head of Church to attend at least one service.  

Since commencing in this role I have also tried to build the profile of CTIPP by – 

• Networking with other Indigenous Ministries in the Brisbane region;  

• Participating in Indigenous Social Justice Events; 

• Participating in Indigenous Network / Consultation meetings; 

• Delivering Information Sessions to create awareness of Indigenous Ministry and 

Social Justice Issues; 

• Supported Indigenous / Pasifika Women’s Ministry Events; 

• Attending SURRENDER Conference  

A CTIPP Fundraising Event was held at West End Uniting Church on Friday 7th February 

2014 and was an evening filled with a true sense of ‘Reconciling all man unto Christ’ through 

sharing and learning about QCT and the mandate CTIPP sets out to achieve. 



I’d also like to make a special acknowledgement and thank Aunty Jean Phillips and Brooke 

Prentis for organising the fundraising event. And although small in number, we are thankful 

for the loving support and generosity given by all who attended.  We raised $500.10 through 

an offering and auction of food and cosmetic hampers. 

In March 2014, Brooke Prentis in her capacity as CTIPP Chairperson joined the Moderator of 

the Uniting Church of Queensland, QCT General Secretary, and Major Bruce Robinson from 

the Salvation Army at the QLD Parliamentary Committee into the Youth Justice reforms.  

Brooke was the only Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander voice to present at this committee.  

We must continue to uphold Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in prayer and pray 

for our voices to be heard and listened to.  Over 60% of young people in the youth detention 

centres in Queensland are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander young people. 

In closing, I would like to acknowledge and show gratitude towards all people who’ve 

walked alongside CTIPP since its inception and who continue to embrace the journey of 

Justice and Reconciliation for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 
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