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Churches Together Indigenous Peoples Partnership (CTIPP) has had a mixed year in 
terms of progress towards achieving its stated goals. 
 
Reconciliation 

We have continued to promote reconciliation between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australians through various means including through the promotion of 
community reconciliation events and activities, especially for National Sorry Day, 
National Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week. 
 
Our Coordinator, Ms Georgia Corowa, ensures that information about these 
activities and resources is disseminated to help churches to continue their 
involvement. 
 
We continued our tradition of celebrating the churches’ contribution and 
commitment to reconciliation with another very successful reconciliation service in 
the Cathedral of St Stephen in June 2011. 

Northern Territory Intervention 

Following Georgia’s visit to the Northern Territory Aboriginal communities with the 
World Council of Churches Living Letters Team in September 2010, Georgia has 
delivered presentations on the impact of the Northern Territory Emergency 
Response, commonly known as the Intervention, to various churches and 
communities in the last year.  The Aboriginal members of the CTIPP Commission 
remain very concerned about the impact of the Intervention’s measures on Northern 
Territory communities and have expressed a desire that CTIPP continues to focus 
attention on the problems identified by Territory Aboriginal communities. 

Deaths in Custody 

The twentieth anniversary of the handing down of the report of the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody was also marked in April 2011.  
CTIPP has supported and been involved in activities organised by church and 
Aboriginal agencies to draw attention to the over-representation of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people in jails and the continuing tragedy of so many 
Indigenous people dying while in custody. 
 



A number of members of the CTIPP Commission are directly involved in ministry to 
Aboriginal families whose loved ones have died while in custody.  They have 
brought home to us the on-going pain that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people experience as a result of these all too frequent deaths.  Having been 
acquainted with the stories of a number of very young Aboriginal men who have 
died in prison in the Brisbane area in the last two years, the CTIPP Commission has 
been powerfully reminded about the various social, economic and cultural factors 
which contribute to the over-representation of Indigenous people in our prisons.  
This has helped us in our determination to continue providing opportunities for 
Christians to become more aware of this injustice. 

Other Projects 

Progress has been slow in our efforts to develop a presentation on church Aboriginal 
missions, a guide to supporting Indigenous families in relation to funerals, and a 
youth leadership project.  We will need to review our commitment to these projects. 

CTIPP Membership 

It is greatly reassuring that CTIPP continues to have the confidence of Indigenous 
Christians with consistently good attendance of Indigenous representatives at 
Commission meetings. 
 
2012 will be a year of major changes for CTIPP.  Both the remaining non-Indigenous 
representatives, Rev John Wheeler, who has been with CTIPP since its inception, and 
Mr Peter Arndt, who has served on the Commission since 2001, have stepped down 
from CTIPP.  Peter’s resignation also leaves the position of Chair of the Commission 
vacant.  Rev Bruce Boase has stepped into the role of Chair temporarily until a new 
Chair is selected by the Commission. 
 
More work will be needed to increase Torres Strait Islander representation on 
CTIPP. We will also need to continue efforts to find representatives from other 
member churches who are not currently represented on the Commission.  

Funding 

While funds are available to allow CTIPP to continue with a part-time Coordinator 
over the coming year, there may be difficulties ahead.  Contributions to CTIPP are 
declining and, as our reserves are depleted, it may be much more difficult to 
continue to employ a Coordinator into the future. 

Our Hope 

CTIPP plays an important role in helping member churches to learn about the 
concerns of Indigenous Christians and to help them to participate in activities which 
promote reconciliation and justice for Indigenous Australians.  It is our fervent hope 
that ways can be found to continue this important task into the future. 
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