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The Commission for Religious Education and Chaplaincy in State Schools, which 
was a working group of QCT, become a commission in May 2010, giving it clear 
anchorage within QCT. The commission meets monthly and provides an ecumenical 
platform for discussion of issues surrounding these important fields of involvement 
with young people.  

During 2011 the commission members discussed developments surrounding RE and 
chaplaincy including:  

• the High Court Challenge against the federal funding of chaplaincy,  

• the impact of the introduction of the National Curriculum and concern that 
schools may no longer provide time for RE in discretionary hours 

• the discussion paper about the Federal Government’s National School 
Chaplaincy Program. The commission made a submission in response to the 
NSCP discussion paper.  

In August, Jonathan Sargeant and Lorraine Wynne went to Canberra as 
representatives of the commission to attend the High Court Challenge to the Federal 
Funding of Chaplaincy through NSCP (National Schools Chaplaincy Program).  We 
still await the decision on this case. 

Another key aspect of the commission's ministry is to engage in an ongoing dialogue 
with Scripture Union about chaplaincy. Scripture Union is currently the 
predominant employer of state school chaplains in Queensland. At the end of the 
year we joined with SU to farewell their CEO Tim Mander. We look forward to 
continued dialogue with SU under the new CEO Peter James. 

The current members of the Commission are: 
Lorraine Wynne (Chair) – Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Carole Danby – Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Jonathan Sargeant – Anglican Province of Queensland 
Meg Noack - Lutheran Church of Australia, Queensland District 
Peter Gee – Queensland Congregational Fellowship 

The commission members again ask those churches not represented, to please 
consider nominating a representative. 
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